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London from the Nore, found him on his return a few hours later
sound asleep. Whatever Ministers lacked, they did not want
healthy nerves and strong wills. Prince Hardenberg, the Prussian
statesman, noted with wonder that during the mutinies England
did not withdraw a single ship from the blockade of Brest and
Cadiz; it seemed to him like the firmness of ancient Rome. In the
House on June 2nd, Pitt in a magnificent appeal for national unity
asked the Commons to show the world that there wras no difficulty
they would not meet with firmness and resolution as " the repre-
sentatives of a great, a brave, a powerful and a free people." l For
national unanimity, he declared, he would sacrifice everything.
Even the tiny Opposition, shamed by the patriotism of Sheridan,
voted in the Government lobby.

Yet courage and resolution could not alter the gravity of the
situation. Even with the collapse of the mutinies it remained
almost as menacing as before. The peace preliminaries at Leoben,
wliich the Austrians attributed to the British withdrawal from the
Mediterranean and the consequent domination of the Adriatic by
French cruisers, were followed by the announcement of the Em-
peror's readiness to sign a definite peace. This was accompanied
by news of a treacherous attack by Bonaparte on the territories of
the Venetian Republic. It began with a carefully engineered anti-
French riot in Verona, which gave him the excuse to overturn the
constitution in favour of the Jacobin minority wrho were ready to
yield the country and its fleet to France. The young conqueror
would take no apology from the abject Senate but, describing the
fracas at Verona as the " most atrocious affair of the century," in-
sisted on the suppression of the constitution by a puppet gang of
traitors who, guarded by French soldiers, burnt the insignia of the
Doge and the golden Book of the Republic in the square of St.
Mark.

For Bonaparte was preparing to remodel and militarise Italy as
his predecessors had Holland, in order to use her against England.
Austria, renouncing all her Italian possessions west of the Oglio,
was to be indemnified by the Venetian mainland, while France was
to annex the Adriatic possessions of the Republic and the Ionian
islands for further operations against British commerce. A sham
Jacobin revolution in Genoa simultaneously placed England's other
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